JLwapede/ioddns/SulApnis/yn-oeAeliagqe-mmm/ /:djy
‘pJeoqyde)g pue Jjquinl 483IlmM] “Yoogaded Uo sn puld
‘wdy 0] weQ| ‘sAepLiq 03 sAepuow

suo1ysanb ydinb uoj Aq doup Jo 9)qejteAe sjuswiutoddy

‘Aleiql) ay3 Jo 7 19A3)] uo sh putd
110ddng dLwapedy jJuapnls

"ul JI puey noA ai1ojeq Bunum paysiulj Ay NOA aduo
3Jom InoA oayo 0} swi ybnoua Mmojje 0} Joquiaway

*J9pJo |e21b0| e ul Julod

0] Juiod wolj way) buipinb Aq Juawnbie unoA pueisiepun
0} Japeal JnoA djay 01 moy Jnoge Juiy| -Aesse

JnoA Jo ainjonyys ayy ueid o) Bunum alojeq awi aye |

\

‘uonsanb ay) Jamsue 0} sisA|eue |e2l}1J0 pue uoljew.loul
annduosap yjoq asinbal im noA Aessa ue Buiyoieasal usypp

‘op 0} noA Bunyse siI uonsanb Aessa ay) 1eym 1IN0 YJom 0}
sI Jamsue Aesso ue Bunum usym op pinoys noA Buiyy 1s41 ay |

syuiod urew ayy B

How good are you at the moment?

Do you know what an academic essay written at university level is
and how it differs from an essay at school or college?

Yes: You know the differences between an academic essay and an
essay at school or college and understand that the academic essay
requires more than basic description of a topic, with in-depth research
and critical analysis.

No: You have no clear idea of the key features of an academic essay
at university; you had the impression that an academic essay would be
much the same as any other kind of piece of written work. Use this
handout to find out more about the key features that make a good
academic essay at university.

Do you know how to undertake research for an essay and have a
good idea about what types of information are needed for an
academic essay?

Yes: You know how to research an academic essay and are confident
that you know what to look for when researching an essay.

No: You are not particularly sure what type of information you should
search for when writing an essay at university level. Use this handout
for basic ideas on how to research for an essay. You might also want
to look at two of our other guides, on Research and on Critical Reading
for extra help.

Are you sure you know how to develop an argument in an
academic essay in a critical way that will answer the essay
question?

Yes: You are confident that you know how to structure an argument in
an essay answer to show good critical analysis of the subject area.
No: You are unsure of what structure an academic essay should take
and are not sure what is meant by developing an argument in a critical
way.
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How did you do?

If you answered mostly ‘yes’ then you probably will have no
problems writing an academic essay that would achieve a
good grade. However, the handout might give you further
ideas about planning, structuring and writing an essay.

If you answered mainly ‘no’ to the above questions then this
handout will give you invaluable information about planning,
structuring and writing a critically analytical academic essay.




The Structure of an academic essay.

Introduction:

This should comprise about five to ten percent of the essay. The
introduction should inform the reader how you intend to tackle the
essay question. It is a good idea to write this last once you have
written the rest of the essay.

It can be best to make this the section you write last.

The main section:

This answers the essay question and comprises roughly eighty percent
of the essay. This part should be structured into sections and
paragraphs that contain descriptions, definitions and argument to
complete the task your tutor set.

Each paragraph should deal with a separate topic or idea; this section
may typically have topic paragraphs dealing with the following:

e Introduce idea (definition, description or argument).

e Supporting evidence.

e Discuss in relation to essay question.

e Conclude with final point about idea.

The conclusion:

This should come last in the essay and should constitute about ten to
twelve percent of the essay.

Here you should:

« Restate the question and say how you answered it.

e Sum up the main points you made.

o Discuss implications or make recommendations.

« Not introduce new ideas or evidence.

Researching and writing an essay:

Constructing a good essay cannot be done the night before and will take a bit of effort.

Stage 1:

First break down the essay question into its main parts — the instruction words and each of the main
subjects it includes — and work out what you are expected to do for each part.

Pay attention to the instruction words. Instructions you will often see in essay tasks include:
‘discuss’, ‘compare and contrast’ and ‘critically examine’. Make sure you have checked what
instruction words are being used and have a very clear idea of what they mean and what you are
being asked to do.

You can start to think about the subject that the essay will be about. You can start to do this even if
you know little or nothing about the subject at this early stage. For example, even without knowing
much (or anything) about the subject, you can make some sensible decisions about how to start your
research. Often, you will find yourself heading to general textbooks to find definitions of key terms
and suggestions for further reading.

Stage 2:

Write a ‘shopping list’ of information you need, such as definitions of key terms and descriptions of
main theories.

If you have started out knowing little or nothing about the essay’s subject, do not be afraid to start
your research with really basic sources — that way you can build your knowledge up in sensible
stages.

You might also find during your research that you add new topics to your ‘shopping list’ as you
discover gaps in your knowledge and understanding. You might also be able to take some off as if
you discover that some of your original ideas were not as relevant to the essay subject as you had
originally thought.

Stage 3:

Access the Virtual Library and the library catalogue and do some serious searching in the book
catalogue and through the electronic journals for information, using the topics on your ‘shopping list’
as your basic keywords. Think carefully about how you can use those keywords and other criteria
(such as date of publication if you only want the most up-to-date information, for instance) to stop the
catalogue and journal databases suggesting more resources than you could cope with.

Once you have pulled together enough material to answer the question you can write a rough essay
plan.

Stage 4:

From your rough plan you can write drafts of your final essay answer. The first draft should focus on
getting the structure right, in the second draft should you should focus on checking grammar and
spelling and a final draft you would concentrate on referencing.




